SOCW 522
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Tips

Leave lots of time to do your search for information. Searching is a process.

e It may take some time to navigate through the different resources and produce useful search
results. If you get stuck, contact jrich@uw.edu.

e  Often what you find informs your understanding which may direct you in a different direction and a
new search quest.

Articulate your search in a single, concise statement.
e Usually the nouns help you focus on the search terms to use.
e For each term, develop a list of synonyms or other ways of phrasing the same concept.

Determine what kinds of information you are looking for.

History Article databases
Current environment Newspapers
Statistics Government websites
Legal information Foundation/Institutional reports
Policy information Websites
Research Dissertations
Books

Try to reverse engineer the information you wish to find. Imagine what the information you are looking
for would be like. If you were going to publish/provide that information how and where would you
make it available?

If unsure of how to search a specific database or website, try the following
1. Search using the terms you’ve identified
2. then Filter/Refine.

Many search engines offer some Advanced searching. See the Help section for tips specific to that
resource.

Sample Resources
http://guides.lib.uw.edu/hsl/socw522
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General Strategies Tips

CINAHL

Explode the Qualitative Studies subject heading, and see what you get. Explode will include the following CINAHL Headings: Action Research,

Ethnographic Research, Ethnological Research, Ethnonursing Research, Grounded Theory, Naturalistic Inquiry, Phenomenclogical Research
PubMed

Experiment with related CINAHL subject headings such as Focus Groups, Narratives, Interviews (explode Interviews to include Semi-Structured
Interview, Structured Interview, Unstructured Interview), Descriptive Research, Descriptive Statistics, Audiorecording, Videorecording, Diaries,
Observational Methods (explode to include Non-Participant Observation, Participant Observation, Structured Cate ies, Unstructured Categori
Prajective Technigues (explodes to include Pictorial Metheds, Verbal Projective Techniques), Vignettes, etc

Books

Refine/Limit the set to Clinical Queries. Select within the drop-down Clinical Queries menu: Qualitative-High Sensitivity; Qualitative-High Specificity;

Grey Literature

Qualitative-Best Balance. High Sensitivity is the broadest search, to include ALL relevant material, but may also include less relevant materials. High
Other Resources

Specificity is the most targeted search to include only the most relevant result set, but may miss some relevant materials. Best Balance retrieves the
best balance between Sensitivity and Specificity.

Refine/Limit the set to Publication Types that are qualitative by definition, for example Anecdote, Interview, Metasynthesis, etc
Use Text Words to find articles missed by CINAHL headings (see General Strategies #2)
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Use a Qualitative Research Filter for CINAHL
CINAHL Complete & (Ebsco) Gumulative

Index to Nursing and Allied Health Literature. For an evidence-based filter search for Qualitative Research, click here_ bine these results with your search subject. The search below will

automatically be executed for you (the search may be modified once you are |
Studies have shown that CINAHL is generally
the best database to use to find qualitative
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focus group™ or TX purpos® sampl* or TX constant comparison or TX constant comparative or TX grounded research or TX grounded studies or TX

mainly due to its in-depth subject terms
(Flemming,2007; Wilcznski,2007)

Quaittative Studies became a subject heading grounded study or TX grounded theor* or TX phenemenol* or TX ethnon® or TX qualitative or (MH "ethnological research”) or (MH "ethnography") or (MH
in CINAHL in 1988, whereas Qualitative "phenomenology") or (MH "focus groups”) or (MH "discourse analysis") or (MH "theoretical sample”) or (MH "field studies”) or (MH "constant comparative
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Adams County, Asotin County, Benton County, Chelan County, Clallam County,

SE:T3. Violent and Property Crimes Reported (Rate per 100,000 Population)

Total Violent and Property Crimes Rate: 1,578.9 7283 248.0 748.2 1,128.1
Violent Crimes Rate 88.3 95.0 347 449 69.4
Property Crimes Rate 1,490.6 633.3 2133 703.3 1,058.7

For documentation and detailed source information click on a table title. All percents are taken against table universe which is the first row in each table.

Sources & Notes

FBI Crime Data 2015 Documentation Data Dictionary

Social Explorer Tables(SE), FBI Crime Data 2015, Social Explorer, Federal Bureau of Investigation and Census Bureau
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